The publishing of the Acts of the International  Seminary 

“First Proposals for the reuse of the ancient convent San Domenico into the historical town San Gimignano (Siena)”

Last Tuesday 19th June, in the councillor room of the City Hall of San Gimignano, has been signed by the Major of San Gimignano Dr. Marco Lisi and Paolo Del Bianco, President of the Romualdo Del Bianco Foundation, an agreement with which the Foundation intends to carry out an International workshop for the proposition of first ideas for the reuse of the ancient convent of San Domenico in San Gimignano.

Thanks to the collaboration with Prof. Emma Mandelli (Dept. of Planning of Architecture of the Faculty of Architecture of Florence) have been realised the planimetrical-photogrammetrical relieves and the historical documentation of the complex, and have been sent to all the European, Eurasian and Asian faculties of architecture applying to participate in the workshop. 

The international workshop organised by the Foundation for the weeks 12th-19th of December 2001 and 27th February- 5th March has seen the participation of 2 faculties of 17 countries represented by a Docent with a young architect from each faculty.

In the meanwhile have been invited also experts in the field of World Heritage and reuse and rehabilitation of ancient buildings, to give their contribution to the participants, providing a wider knowledge about the topic. In this two moments the participants have presented in Florence firstly, a preliminary series of indications about possible projectile solutions, collaborating -also for a better mutual knowledge- at the definition of the standards to follow in the second phase of the project, for the proposition of first proposals for the reuse of the ex convent San Domenico; this phase ended the 3rd of March when these first proposals of reuse have been officially exhibited in Florence given to the San Gimignano Municipality and to the Romualdo Del Bianco Foundation.

Participant list

1. Planning, Technical University of Vienna, Austria 

2. Centre for Conservation and Restoration of Monuments, Antwerp, Belgium 


3. Faculty of Architecture, Belarussian State Politechnical Academy, Minsk, Bielarussia 

4. Faculty of Architecture, University of Architecture, Construction & Geodesy of Sofia, Bulgaria 

5. Faculty of Architecture, Czech Technical University of Prague, Czech Republic, 

6. Building, Engineering & Surveying Heriot Watt Edinburgh, Scotland            


7. Technical University of Budapest, Hungary 


8. Faculty of Engineering, University of Cagliari, Italy

9. Florence Faculty of Architecture, Italy 



10. Faculty of Architecture Chiba University of Tokyo, Japan


11. Faculty of Architecture Cracow University of Technology, Cracow, Poland       

12. Faculty of Architecture Warsaw University of Technology, Poland


13. Department of Conservation of Cultural Heritage of Torun University, Poland


14. Department of Architecture, Silesian Technical University of Gliwice, Poland


15. Construction Department of Architecture of Timisoara, Romania

16. Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning of Cluji-Napoca, Romania


17. Faculty of Architecture of Bratislava, Slovak University of Technology, Slovakia 

18. University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Civil and Geodetic Engineering, Slovenia

19. National Yunlin Unversity of Science & Technology, Taiwan
 

20. Odessa State Academy of Engineering and Architecture, Ukraine

21. Faculty of Technical Sciences University of Novi Sad/Faculty of Architecture University of Belgrade, Yugoslavia

2 Foto 

-IL gruppo a San Gimignano

-Il complesso del San Domenico

A collection of studies dedicated to Florence and its meetings with the Central and Eastern Europe cultures.

The Romualdo Del Bianco Foundation, with the scientific collaboration of the Gabinetto Scientifico Letterario G. P. Vieusseux, is promoting a collection of studies in order to illustrate the relationship between Florence and the Cultures of Central Europe, through travellers that in the past have visited or chosen Florence as second nation. This collection’s aim is to illustrate to nowadays visitors and readers, the characteristics of this kind of relationship developed during the times among Florence, its culture and its tradition and the culture of the examined Country. The period considered focuses the attention from the end of the XVIII century – beginning of the XIX until today, period during which the idea of Florence becomes symbol of a city of mutual meetings among Cultures of different Countries. The first issue will be about Polish families in Florence and it will be ready within January 2003.

The Catalogues

We report as follows the catalogues published up to today about initiatives promoted and organised by the Foundation. 

-“The Academy of Fine Arts “Jan Mateiko” of Cracow: 180 years of Tradition”; collection of works (paintings and sculpture) of some professors of     the Academy presented in an exhibition at Florence State Archive (November 1999)
· “The Honesty of invention: pictorial ways of the catholic reformation at the Ufizi” Studies about the works of Barocci and of the reformed Tuscany painters at the Uffizi (December 1999)
· “Cracow-Florence, a common architectural Heritage”; studies of the Faculty of Architecture of Cracow about architectural renaissance works of Italian masters in Cracow (February 2000)
· “Plastic models of ancient wooden structures”, studies presented in occasion of the conference Italian-Japanese about the “Conservation of the ancient timber load bearing structure”, Florence (March 2000)
· “Russkaja Florencija, la Firenze dei Russi” , photographic collection and studies of the presence of important Russian people in Florence; with the co-operation of the Gabinetto Letterario Scientifico G.P. Vieusseux (October 2000)
· “The Island of Souls” photographic collection, photos by Derno Ricci and texts by Fosco Maraini about places of the Historical memory of Florence, to celebrate the centenary of the death of Arnold Bocklin with the co-operation of the Gabinetto Letterario Scientifico G.P. Vieusseux (March 2001)
· “The Islamic Architecture on the caravanian roads”, photographic collection of Aleksejs Komecs for the opening of the exhibition held at Florence Faculty of Architecture (May 2001)
più i due cataloghi nella pagina News della Fondazione

