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International education and specialists' training in monument preservation.
There is world-wide much debate about the professional niveau of the protection of architectural heritage, about monument preservation.

Is the little wealth available to this purpose well managed?

The debate becomes particularly sharp when civil organizations, individual specialists grumble for repeatedly appearing damages of monuments just having been restored. There is a wide range of opinions in every country and for every case; but there is a coincidence in that this extremely complex speciality involving 3040 skills and requiring a wide range of multilateral knowledge from every participant points out mote than usual the adequateness or shortage of professional education.

To have a better sight, first the old spectacles have to be discarded. This was made by the International Committee of Education when about 15 years after its establishment (founding president A. Tomaszewski) - making use of achievements of several earlier international conferences - after great many work, methodological and purport discussions, relying also on conference reports, it endeavoured to get information about the international situation of education in monument preservation. As a matter of fact, with little success, because of the rather heterogeneous answers. The most of comparable information might be acquired in the domain of post-graduate education, in particular, at the Ferrara seminary of 1989. On the other hand, an important achievement was a document originally intended to be a charta, then entitled Guidelines, confirmed by the ICOMOS general meeting of 1993 in Colombo.

The original title of this document is: Guidelines in Education and Training on the Conservation of Monuments, Ensembles and Sites (composed by ICOMOS Training Committee, in French abbreviation: CIF).

Introduction of the document - suggested to be internationally accepted - introductively recapitulates motives inducing the CIF to call the attention of specialists and of first men of each country on educational and vocational training requirements.

Thereupon the five items of the Guidelines are formulations of the most important matters of principle. Out of them, item no. 5 may be the most essential for us, summarising in 14 items the requirements to be met - according to their education -by specialists of monument preservation, professionals in this domain.

Items 1 I to 15 are concerned with organisational forms of the training, those l6 to 18 with personal and material conditions promoting the education.

From the aspect of our practical work, the recommendation made as appendix to the document, concerning problems of purport of the training, is rather interesting and essential for us. We are glad to find that four among the proposed five groups of scopes (definitions and theoretical grounds, research' technology; diagnosis and therapy; protection of the built and of the natural environment) are essentially coincident with the curriculum of specialist engineering education in this country, while the fifth one (management) is hoped to acquire an increased importance in our future work of study program development.

By the early '9Os it has become clear that there are great shortcomings in information underlying international evaluation, experience exchange and cooperation, and there is very little comparable knowledge about what is happening world-wide in this field. The actual board (president J. Jokilehto, vice-presidents A. de Naeyers and M. Zádor) attribute the problem to the fact that information has to be collected purposefully rather than in general, we have to be oriented in two quite different educational trends, in perfectly confinable ways: one is lecturing on monument preservation as a subject, the other is education of skilled specialists or of those striving for special skills.

Besides of that, the attitude concerned in some cases only the second group, while in other cases considering only higher educational training had to be omitted. Although this is at times a very slow procedure, in some areas, such as in this country, the first achievements in overseeing all the spectrum are already manifest, involving independent survey of the two perfectly different areas (subject education and specialist training), as to be seen in the following.

Of course, before assessing the international state of affairs, matters of the relevant conferences had to be surveyed. Earlier the ICCROM of Roma played a prominent role (the fundamental start was the conference in Roma in 1982, with the participation of 13 invited professors from abroad). Because of shortcomings of purport problems, hitherto survey attempts and ICCROM notices fail to clearly depict the situation.

In the recently started ICOMOS-CIF action, my task within the board to survey the state of affairs proved to be much more difficult than even our misgivings based on the antecedents. Although two special questionnaires were made concerning the instruction as a subject (with hardly any information available), and the professional training, respectively, much clearing the formerly chaotic image, the received matter has, however, to be further developed both as to volume and (with some exceptions) as to niveau.

European views concerning its education as a subject point out that monument preservation is involved as a mandatory subject in ever more programs of faculties of architecture of technical universities. In some ancient, famous universities it is lectured on within history of architecture, while in some less known, more recent universities of the same country it may be a separate, mandatory subject (such as in France).

It is rather curious that the instruction of monument preservation points (also by its heading) to studies in the preservation of built environment. Also the relation between she subject and the practical problems of building renewal deserves attention. For instance, in Belgium (Ghent), the subject concerned with fundamentals of monument preservation is a single-year course (30 lessons) in the fourth year, while in the 5th year it is delivered also in 30 lessons under the title: "Technology of Renovation and Restoration".

Among European countries, monument preservation is of course the most involved in Italian, French and German studies, but neither Polish, nor Hungarian studies are less than that. 

At a university or high-school graduate level, survey is disturbed by the fact that - in spite of the clear questioning - answers are not always unambiguous as to the occurrence of a self-contained subject of that name. 

A new phenomenon: the start of vocational training at university level.

In North America, instruction of monument preservation is delivered at "Master" degree, mostly again for architects (Graduate Program), such as e.g. at the Virginia Polytechnic Inst., Blacksburg, Tennessee, University of Maryland, Columbia University (New York), or at several Universities of Washington D.C. However, according to the American system a

In South America, an outstanding basis of the instruction of monument preservation is the University of Buenos Aires. Here the subject of monument preservation is involved already at undergraduate level, with as many as 75 lessons. The method of instruction comprises exercises. designs, as well as in-situ studies of monument reconstruction.

In Australia, monument preservation is in general delivered as a facultative subject, even so it deserves attention, taking in view the "young" age of the country.

It would be of interest to speak in details of the subject of monuments preservation at secondary school - rather than university (high school) - level, but actually, our notions therefore still incomplete.

Post-graduate education offers a better aspect than monument preservation as a regular subject. In general it can be stated that almost all relevant courses in the world (only five in the '70s, later increasing to over 20 at university level) follow the quoted 'Guideline" trend. Education in Budapest, Cracow, Warsaw, Dresden and Prague are rather similar, these were launched about simultaneously, with a slight time lag. Purport of the subject will be presented on two examples: in Finland, Tampere, the delivered subjects are: research, documentation, historical materials and structures, conservation, design, legislation, officials, the history of monument preservation, yearly actual problems. In the other part of the world: in Argentina (Buenos Aires): methodology, registration, documentation, design, analysis of the history and theory of reconstruction, pathology and technology, building diagnostics, conservation, survey (traditional and by photogrammetry), museology, testing and reconstruction of structures. Special seminaries are spent on historical gardens, on the re-use of buildings, on underwater archaeology, on economical problems of reconstruction. Subjects involve any building according to their function, urban or rural character.

Formation lasts two years in general, the participants number about 15 to 20, admission is conditioned by a university diploma (or ''Master' degree), mostly there is an entrance examination (or interview) where the candidates present their hitherto activities (e.g. in Buenos Aires). On completion of the course, students obtain a specialist's diploma. In most of the institutions, there are also students from abroad.

Specialist formations in different countries differ in the followings number and features of the exercises, site and laboratory tasks (e.g. at the Columbia University in New York, there are laboratories utilized also by the students, the same is true for the ICCROM in Rome), furthermore, in the purport of diploma works.

In the survey of specialists formation, the ICOMOS-CIF survey questionnaires were referred in some countries to the field of upper specialist education. This attitude will require a breakthrough. Namely, an essential development feature of the last decades is the launch of international-type formation of monumental "craftsmen", ''artisans", medium-level restorers, conservators (e. g. the San Servolo island in Venezia).

Besides of that, in most of the countries, by the way of different civilian institutions (e.g. Historic Scotland) or at enterprise level, educational institutes are established, offering simultaneously the knowledge in ancient professions, and in recent technology.

Last but not least, it has to be mentioned that the ICOMOS-CIF envisages great many tasks for improving education and formation, in part, by organizing conferences. Recently, the Helsinki conference was the most successful, of that the proceedings were issued in book form as "Needs and Ethics-Training on monument conservation 1995. (NB.: as to the title, let me remark that the term ''Conservation'' is here and elsewhere the widest term for monument protection, while in this country, it is applied just in the opposite meaning.)
Instruction in Hungarian of Monuments Preservation and Specialist Education
Outlining the instruction of monument preservation and specialist education is not mach easier than to outline the international situation. Though, the active contribution of all members of the Educational Committee was a great help for me.

Just due to, our conception, the problem requires the presentation of a much more far-flung area and activity than the international work by the CIF. Namely, the Educational Special Commission of the Hungarian National Committee of the ICOMOS decided that its field of activity - comprising the actual situation survey - affects all five instruction levels, comprising: training of skilled workers (involving vocational secondary schools, and basic courses for restorers); technicians' medium level; high-school education, university education; post-graduate education.

In conformity with international principles, also here it is intended first to get informed in two scopes, followed by evaluating them: first, monument preservation as a subject, then specialist education concluded by a qualification certificate (diploma).

The most dynamical development in recent years is likely, to appear in the training of skilled workers. Actually, there are 19 vocational secondary schools offering some form of monument preservational education, furthermore, some of them involve summer professional practice, surveys, and value preservation-type studies concerning one's settlement. These activities cannot be detailed here, while even their list is rather impressive. In our subsequent activities, we have to do with two problems: on one hand, to clear the uncertainty about instructing in this scope within the subject of history of architecture; the other is to survey problems of purport and methodology.

Let us have a look at the future: the three skills concerned with monuments: monument restorer technicians, monument restorer skilled workers, monument ornamental skilled workers as published in the Nationa1 List for Training (OKJ) means to legalize educational support of initiatives for protecting and preserving.

These courses are intended to educate masters for protecting and maintaining monuments and historical values, and to medium-skilled workers assisting them. The training time is three years in each of them, to train - other than restorers - middle-grade specialists acknowledged with old technologies, or with new methods of reconstruction and preservation.

Curricula to be introduced in 1998 for medium vocational training, the subject of monument preservation is offered in 35 lessons, building diagnostics in 107 lessons, maintenance constructional and renewal technologies in 144 lessons among mandatory eligible subjects. The certificate for medium work-of-art preservational assistants trained in 400 lessons organized by the Hungarian National Museum entitles to perform fundamental operations of work of art preservation and restoration, - under guidance. The main goal of the course is to train in work-of-art mass matter conservation. Higher education for restoration specialists is intended to yield a deeper knowledge in the skill, up to the level of ''fine mastership".

Little can he said about the technicians' medium level, since in general, the situation of this rather important mode of formation looking for new ways of solution is still unachieved. (See e.g. the recent conception of the "post secondary'' education.)

In this field (and only for education forms in the previous item), the IPOSZ, the chambers and the EVOSZ have an outstanding importance.

In general, there is a development in high-school education, but in some places there is a regression.

There is a single high school where monument protection is an independent subject: in Pécs, at the Faculty of Geography of the Janus Pannonius University (Speciality of Urbanism). The subject of Monument Preservation is delivered in four semesters, two lessons a week, concluded by examination, while in the Speciality for Settlement Engineering and Architecture, monument preservation is taught in 2 lessons a week in the sixth semester, under the title of History of Architecture.

There is about the same at the István Széchenyi High School in Gyór, namely also here the subject History of Architecture IV/Monument Preservation is offered in 3 lessons a week in the sixth semester. Hopedly, the peculiar education in monument preservation clearly segregates from that in history of architecture.

At the Technical School "Miklós Ybl" with the most of traditions, monument preservation is offered in the scope of Settlement Value Preservation, within the program of settlement engineering (two lessons a week, 1 lesson of practice). The "fellow" in Debrecen of this high school actually pertains to the "Kossuth Lajos" University, offering education in monument preservation, but not according to the wondered method that has lead to that for many years that almost all outstanding masters of Hungarian monument preservation regularly gave lessons in every semester in Debrecen.

As to the university-level education, the subject of Monument Preservation is offered at the Faculty of Architecture (TUB) in two lessons a week for a semester; in two lessons a week for two semesters at the High School for Fine Arts, at the Faculty for Sciences of the Kossuth Lajos University in Debrecen two lessons a week for a semester. At the University of Horticulture, knowledge in monument preservation is offered within the subject of historical gardens. 

This has been a mandatory subject since long, after 1972, at the Faculty of Architecture of the TUB. At the other two universities, the relevant education has been started in the recent years.

In the field of gradual formation, the greatest problem seems to be that among the three professions cooperating in monument restoration, only architects are given lessons in Monument Preservation, students of the other two branches: those of history of arts and archaeologists, cannot be acquainted even within credit subjects with the field where they intend to be specialize after their university studies (as against the possibility to be specialized in the investigation of periods or specialities).

Those above are concerned with the occurrence of knowledge in monuments preservation in programs of various university faculties, specialities. There is no specialist education at this level in Hungary.

Education similar to specialist education has been offered by the Restoration Institute of the University of Fine Arts. Here, education of an artistic attitude of painter or sculptor restorer restoring any painting of sculpture rather than architectural monument may be undertaken. In individual activities or work fields of individuals it does not concern unambiguously restoration of a monument (hence, architectural) or of its ornaments.

But they are undoubtedly apt to it, in particular, if having completed studies in the speciality of monument preservation.

The Hungarian University, of Fine Arts, in cooperation with the Hungarian National Museum offers a correspondence course in object restoring - artist education - in a number of lessons of about the regular education. The formation time lasts five years. The diploma authorizes to perform an overall range of art object preservation and restoration-conservation.

The subject "Restoration" to be introduced at the University of Applied Arts may be considered as preparatory studies for the formation of restorers to be launched. It is concerned with restoration in a wide meaning, concerning not only principal and methodological problems of work art preservation, but also historical, ethical and organizational problems.

Post-graduate education is delivered only at the Faculty of Architecture of TUB, but in conformity with the multidisciplinarity of the trade, with the participation of students of different formations. As to the first, experimental course started in 1970, it has an even internationally pioneering character. Having been missed for two years, education goes on continuously, with 22 to 44 students, for two years.

This is of interest from two aspects: there is no specialist engineering education elsewhere continuously, for a long time; on the other hand, as to its launching, this course was started in common with that of the Eotvos Loránd University, it has become independent in the recent times. In the past 25 years, education underwent continuous development, without a major change of program, since in the course of progress, evaluations in this country and abroad did not suggest any important modification.

In conformity with consultations and students' opinions from 1995 and 1996, it was decided that the course to be started in February 1998 has had to undergo changes according to the gathered opinions and proposals, exceeding the earlier minor changes.

As to the future of post-graduate education, it is of outstanding importance not to loose our hitherto favourable international esteem, and to remain organic parts of the relevant international conception. Furthermore, it has to be kept in view, that the most of positive evaluations pointed to the splendid relations between students from different specialities; subsisting also after graduation. After incorporation of the mentioned new factors, the actual changes will be timely to be evaluated after two years.

Evaluation of the educational-formational work as a whole is, however, not our task. Just as the rate of exchange of the forint is established by other than ourselves, the "rate of exchange" of institutions and persons in a given field is determined through international pondering.
Development needed for the work of the ICOMOS

Training Committee – CIF at the turn of the millenary
1. After survey of the international situation of education and training, an evaluative report has to be made about the actual situation (state survey!). In the survey, and in all the Committee system, a conceptional change is needed in order to extend the sphere of educational and instructional activities (see the pyramid), by a differentiated handling of training at different levels. This has to be reflected also by the Committee's composition.

2. After the overall evaluation, the problems of purport have to be considered (what and how is taught in the training of specialists, as well as within the subject "Monument Preservation").

3. As to the problems of purport - in completion of the earlier accepted "Guideline...", the problems of purport recommended by CIF to be taken into consideration in the educational work of all ICOMOS member countries have to be recapitulated, with special consideration to the recent theoretical and practical achievements to be developed until the turn of the millenary to the recent situation and directives, such as e.g.

· taking regional and national peculiarities into consideration; 

· timely and spatial extension of the monument preservational activities; 

· problems of terminology, the need for developing a common language; 

· increase of the importance of civilian organizations expanding also the care for the problem of education and instruction (see the "pyramid"); 

· better exploitation of the possibilities of technical development in education and from the aspect of purport of given subjects; 

· training in management of monument preservation. 

4. Within the CIF functional system, to improve the continuity, yearly one committee meeting and one board meeting (president, vice-presidents, secretary general) should be held. The actual functioning has been much hindered by the vacancy of the position of secretary general, that has to be urgently made up. In addition to a better exploitation of up-to-date communicational possibilities (Fax, E-mail, etc.), personal relations are indispensable for an efficient functioning of the Committee.

5. In conformity with earlier decisions, the problem of Committee membership has to be cleared (honorary member, voting member: one person per country, and member with voice but no vote). The enfranchised members obtain membership upon National Committee proposals. Within the Committee's course of renewal by 2000, in this matter a written petition has to be sent to National Committee chairmen. The list of members with exact data has to be obtained by every member and the Secretariat.

6. Establishment of regional centres of monument preservation specialists' training has to be urged, and a relevant conception developed.

7. For the sake of continuous work, thematical groups have to be established in scopes defined by the Committee. This is also possible so that Training Committee of the National Committee undertake to develop a subject each.

